Heads of state and diplomats of the world's nations could learn from otolaryngologists. As a group our specialty is at the top of the list for its outstanding international friendship, communication and free exchange of information. It is not surprising that this should be so since our expertise involves hearing and understanding words and the production of speech. We are in the business of communication. Poor communication can lead to misunderstanding and strife and the false impression of disagreement, lack of conciliation and failure to cooperate. The ability of members of our specialty to easily communicate with each other has lead to the effective dissemination of information quickly in our field throughout the world. Otolaryngologists as a group travel and teach throughout the world more than any other group of specialists. This is clearly evident by the wonderful meeting of the American Academy of Otolaryngology of Head and Neck Surgery and the associated held in Washington D.C. recently. Doctors, both leaders and students, came from countries around the globe to learn and exchange their ideas. The scientific program, instruction courses, special forums and exhibits are unique in their educational value. Each year the programs continue to improve with the good ideas and hard work of successive officers and staff. We have the best continuing medical education which insures that we otolaryngologists continue to offer the highest quality medicine to our patients. We are indeed fortunate!
